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window, the parsonage lay open to the sunny day. Tom shrubbery, carried in from outside, marked the path of destruction. In the very middle of the room, plowed against a

toppled sofa and a thick drift of broken furniture, a battered red Pontiac sagged to the left on broken springs and blown tires. A portion of the crazed windshield quivered and

collapsed inward, while plumes of steam hissed from under the buckled hood..On Friday evening, he had arranged for the drawing of the aces, but he had not stacked the

subsequent twelve cards to provide for the selection of four identical knaves at three-card intervals. He'd sat in stunned."Tom, a couple minutes ago," Agnes said,

"Celestina mentioned your. . . 'certain awareness.' Which is what exactly?".In a minute or two, one of the cops returned, crouching close as the medics worked. "There's no

intruder.".In the kitchen, he sat her in a chair and let her slump forward over the breakfast table. With her arms folded, with her head on her arms and turned to one side,

she appeared to be resting..Bearing roses upon their arrival, they hadn't bothered with umbrellas. Besides, although the sky glowered, the forecast had predicted no

precipitation..Turning away from the window, Tom met her gaze. His smoke-gray eyes looked frosted, as though the fog ghosts had passed through the window and

possessed him. But then the flame on the table candle flared in a draft; lambent light melted the chill from his eyes, and she saw again the warmth and the beautiful sorrow

that had impressed her before..Recalling how the title of the exhibition had resonated with him when first he'd seen the gallery, brochure, Junior felt certain now that a

tape-recorded early draft of this sermon was the kinky "music" that accompanied his evening of passion with Seraphim. He couldn't remember one word of it, let alone any

element that would have deeply moved a national radio audience, but this didn't mean that he was shallow or incapable of being touched by philosophical speculations.

He'd been so distracted by the erotic perfection of Seraphim's young body and so busy jumping her that he wouldn't have remembered a word, either, if Zedd himself had

been sitting on the bed, discussing the human condition with his customary brilliance..He wondered what it would be like to make love to Renee and kill her. Only once had

he killed without good reason. And that had been one of the infuriating Bartholomews. Prosser in Terra Linda. A man. On that occasion, no erotic element had been

involved. This would be a first..More likely than not, this was a lie, and the detective was, setting him up. Suddenly Junior wished that he had denied dreaming..She looked

around the room. "He's invisible like the Cheshire cat?" "His whole world is as real as ours, but we can't see it, and people in his world can't see us. There're millions and

millions of worlds all here in the same place and invisible to one another, where we keep getting chance after chance to live a good life and do the right thing.".On the back

of the watch case, however, were the incriminating words of a commemorative engraving: To Eenie/Love/Tammy Bean..Tom proceeded, "is that an infinite number of

realities exist, other worlds parallel to ours, which we can't see. For example ... worlds in which, because of the specific decisions and actions of certain people on both

sides, Germany won the last great war. And other worlds in which the Union lost the Civil War. And worlds in which a nuclear war has already been fought between the U.S.

and Soviets.".A dumpster and a dead musician had humbled him as thoroughly as he had ever been humbled before, as completely as violent nervous emesis and volcanic

diarrhea had humbled him, and he had no tolerance for being humbled. Humility is for losers..As they dropped toward the surgical floor, the solemn sister said, "Another

hypertensive crisis..Later, at home, after Agnes sent Edom back to his apartment, she opened a bottle of vodka that she had bought on the way back from Maria's. She

mixed it with orange juice in a waterglass..The singular beauty of San Francisco and the exquisite patina of its colorful history spoke to her heart and kindled in her such an

unreasonable passion that she sometimes wondered, at least half seriously, if she had spent other lives here. Often, streets were wondrously familiar to her the first time

that she set foot on them. Certain great houses, dating from the late 1800s and early 1900s, inspired her to imagine elegant parties thrown.Agnes at last relented.

"Someday, you're going to have to learn to relax, Maria.".On January 2, 1968, four days before his birthday, Bartholomew Lampion gave up his eyes that he might live, and

accepted a fife of blindness with no hope of bathing in light again until, in his good time, he left this world for a better one..Reluctant to leave Joey's body with the oddly

jumpy mortician, Jacob nevertheless crossed the porch of the Victorian style funeral home and left without glancing back. He walked one mile home, alert to passing traffic,

especially cautious at intersections.."Too bad. You might have used that to bargain with."."The girl's baby," said Nolly, "was placed with Catholic Family Services for

adoption.".Junior didn't want an apology. The offer of a free lunch-or an entire week of lunches-didn't charm a smile from him. He had no interest in taking home a free apple

pie..They came to the house in Boatwright Street after dark. They kicked the door in, and Hound, standing among the armed and armored men, said, "Him. Let the others

be." And to Otter he said, "Don't move," in a low, amicable voice. He sensed great power in the young man, enough that he was a little afraid of him. But Otter's distress

was too great and his training too slight for him to think of using magic to free himself or stop the men's brutality. He flung himself at them and fought them like an animal till

they knocked him on the head. They broke Otter's father's jaw and beat his aunt and mother senseless to teach them not to bring up crafty men. Then they carried Otter

away..Angel didn't join the grieving women, but sat on the floor in front of the television, switching back and forth between Gunsmoke and The Monkees. Too young to be

genuinely involved in either show, nevertheless she occasionally made gunfire sounds when Marshal Dillon went into battle or invented her own lyrics to sing along with the

Monkees..He was a virile young man, desired by many, and life was short. Poor Naomi, her lovely face and her look of shock still fresh in his memory, was a constant

reminder of how suddenly the end could come. No one was guaranteed tomorrow. Seize the day..Instruction in Braille wasn't recommended for three-year-olds, but an

exception was made in this case. Agnes arranged to have Barty receive a series of lessons, although she suspected that he'd absorb the system and learn to use it in one

or two sessions..Barty never cried. In the hospital neonatal unit, he'd been a marvel to the nurses, because when the other newborns were squalling in chorus, Barty had

been unfailingly serene..He still had work to do here. Properly disposing of Thomas Vanadium, however, was the most urgent piece of business..When he woke in- the

morning, he raised his head from the pillow to look at the alarm clock-and saw the twenty-five cents on his nightstand. Two dimes and a nickel..This wasn't the same Enoch
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Cain whom Vanadium had known three years ago in Spruce Hills. That man had been utterly ruthless but not a wild, raging animal, coldly determined but never obsessive.

That Cain had been too calculating and too self-controlled to have been swept into the emotional frenzy required to produce this blood graffiti and to act out the symbolic

mutilation of Bartholomew with a knife..So the practice of their lore and the teaching of it had become perilous. Those who undertook it were often those already outcast,

crippled, deranged, without family, old-women and men who had little to lose. The wise man and wise woman, trusted and held in reverence, gave way to the stock figures

of the shuffling, impotent village sorcerer with his trickeries, the hag-witch with her potions used in aid of lust, jealousy, and malice. And a child's gift for magic became a

thing to dread and hide..Kneeling at her side, Junior placed the decorative pillow over her lovely face and pressed down firmly while Frank Sinatra finished "Hello, Young

Lovers," and sang perhaps half of "All or Nothing at All." Victoria never regained consciousness, never had a chance to struggle..With his bent thumb against the crook of

his forefinger, he flipped the quarter. Even as the coin snapped off the thumbnail and began to stir the air, Tom flung up both hands, fingers spread to show them empty and

to distract. Yet on a second look, the coin was not airborne as it had seemed to be, no longer spinning-wink, wink-before their dazzled eyes. It had vanished as though into

the payment slot of an ethereal vending machine that dispensed mystery in return.."I'll do your share of the housework for a month. If I'm closer to the date, you clean up all

my pie-baking and other kitchen messes for a month-the bowls and pans and mixers, everything."."Each life," Barty Lampion said, "is like our oak tree in the backyard but

lots bigger. One trunk to start with, and then all the branches, millions of branches, and every branch is the same life going in a new direction.".Jacob's mentor had been a

man named Obadiah Sepharad. They had met when Jacob was eighteen, during a period when he'd been committed to a psychiatric ward for a short time, his eccentricity

having been briefly mistaken for something worse..Out of the car, along the sidewalk, up the steps, from Mercedes to mist to murder. Pistol in his right hand, lock-release

gun in his left, three knives in sheaths strapped to his body..If Junior had not been such a rational man, schooled in logic and reason by the books of Caesar Zedd, he might

have snapped there in the street, before the photograph of Seraphim, might have begun to shake and sob and babble until he wound up in a psychiatric ward. But although

his trembling knees felt no more supportive than aspic, they didn't dissolve under him. He couldn't breathe for a minute, and his vision darkened at the periphery, and the

noise of passing traffic suddenly sounded like the agonized shrieks of people tortured beyond endurance, but he held fast to his wits long enough to realize that the name

under the photo, which served as the centerpiece of a poster, read Celestina White in four-inch letters, not Seraphim..Having anticipated a problem of one kind or another,

Junior withdrew a packet of crisp new hundred-dollar bills from an inside jacket pocket. The bank band still wrapped the stack, and on it was printed $10,000..After Agnes

read the final words on the final page, Barty was drunk on speculation, chattering about what-might-have-happened-next to these characters that had become his friends.

He talked nonstop while changing into his pajamas, while peeing, while brushing his teeth, and Agnes wondered how she would wind him down to sleep..From the comer

armchair, as if he could see so well in the dark that he knew Junior's eyes were open, Detective Thomas Vanadium said, "Did you hear my entire conversation with Dr.

Parkhurst?".Maria Gonzalez arrived with her daughters, and while it was natural for Angel to be drawn to the company of older girls, she had no interest in anyone but

Barty..One manly woman. Several womanly men. But no blocky figure that could have been the crazed cop even in disguise..Perhaps because Celestina was her father's

daughter, with his faith in humanity, she was always deeply moved by the kindnesses of strangers and saw in them the shape of a greater grace. "Does your wife know

what a lucky woman she is?".Something was very wrong with her, and she tried to speak, but again her voice failed her..From her reading, she knew that amniotic fluid

should be clear. A few traces of blood in it should not necessarily be alarming, but here were more than traces. Here were thick red-black streams..After following his uncle's

movements, Barty looked at the table again. "Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie.".Junior took two steps toward him, sighting the gun on his face. "Why should I be afraid of a

stumbling blind boy no bigger than a midget?".Celestina told them about Nella Lombardi and about the message Phimie delivered to Dr. Lipscomb after being resuscitated.

"Phimie was, . . so special. There's something special about her baby, too.".Tom didn't know what to make of this bit of information, so he said, "That's a lot.".As shaken as

she had been at Phimie's side, she couldn't trust her memory. Perhaps she hadn't seen what she thought she'd seen..I was hoping you might know," said Edom, studying

the collar of Jacob's green flannel shirt..The quarter, surely. The one that had not been in his robe pocket where it should have been, the previous Friday..Sometimes he

thought he walked for Perri, using the steps she had stored up and never taken, giving expression to her unfulfilled yearning to travel. At other times, he thought he walked

for the solitude that allowed him to remember their life in fine detail-or to forget. To find peace--or seek adventure. To gain understanding through contemplation---or to

scrub all thought from his mind. To see the world or to be rid of it. Perhaps he hoped that coyotes would stalk him through a bleak twilight or a mountain lion set upon him

on a hungry dawn, or a drunk driver run him down..On the nightstand waited a glass of water on a coaster and a pharmacy bottle containing several capsules of a potent

painkiller.."You know where it comes from," her mother said with a yawn that betrayed her exhaustion after a night with no sleep and too much drama..From her

Volkswagen bus in the middle of the line, Maria joined them. "In case we get separated, Agnes, I don't have an itinerary.".On the short return trip to the ophthahnologist,

Agnes crazily considered driving past Chan's office building, cruising onward--ever onward-into the sparkling December night, not just back to Bright Beach, where the bad

news would simply come by phone, but to places so far away that the diagnosis could never catch up to them, where the disease would remain unnamed and therefore

would have no power over Barty.."Jacob scares people," Agnes said. "No one would eat a pie that Jacob delivered without having it tested at a lab.".As she clambered

through the open door into Celestina's lap, the girl said, "Uncle Wally gave me an Oreo.".She owned a public-relations firm specializing in artists, and over dinner she

rhapsodized about the work of Jack Lientery. His current series of paintings-emaciated babies against backdrops of ripe fruit and other symbols of plenty-had critics

swooning..Junior had almost fumbled his fork when he recognized the tune. His heart raced. His hands were suddenly clammy.."You feel remorse, though," said Agnes. "I

can see you do. And not just because of what happened to your hands."."Well, as years pass, they're going to be a financial burden, if nothing else, so I'm glad I've got a

little surprise for you.".From San Francisco south to Orange County Airport on a crowded commuter flight, then farther south along the coast by rental car, Paul Damascus

brought Grace, Celestina, and Angel to the Lampion house. "Before we go to my place, there's someone I very much want you to meet. She's not expecting us, but I'm sure

it'll be okay."."You mean it's like with you in the kitchen, but not if you go into the living room? Your cold has a mind of its own?".WHILE THE SLATS of ash-gray light slowly

lost their meager luster, and sable shadows metastasized in sinister profusion, the sentinel silence remained unbroken between Junior Cain and the birthmarked man..Tom
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had no idea who Perri might be, but something in the way Grace asked the question and the way she regarded Paul suggested that she knew something about Perri that

had won her deep respect and admiration.."One of the four legs of the tower is dangerously fractured where it's seated into the underlying foundation caisson-"."Joey was,

after all, an insurance broker," Vinnie reminded her. "He was going to look out for his family.".Aware of the dangers of dehydration, he drank a bottle of water and put two

half-gallon containers of Gatorade in the Suburban..To Nolly, Kathleen said, "This is why I married you. To be around talk like this.".Maria arranged five place settings

instead of four. The fifth--complete with silverware, waterglass, and wineglass-was at the head of the table, in memoriam of Joey..In spite of the thousands of hours that

Paul was afoot, he seldom thought about why he walked. He met people along the way who asked, and he had answers for them, but he never knew if any answer might be

the truth..The fire department. The firemen could come without sirens, quietly with their ladders, so as not to break Barty's concentration..When Agnes woke at 1:50 A.M.,

she was in the grip of a vague apprehension for which she couldn't identify a source..use it. The cop was no threat to the English army, as Joan had been, but as far as

Junior was concerned, the creep most definitely deserved to be burned at the stake..His exceptional sensitivity remained a curse. He had been more profoundly affected by

Victoria's and Vanadium's tragic deaths than he had realized. Wrenched, he was..The bow business had started a few months ago. Angel said she wanted to look pretty in

her sleep, in case she met a handsome prince in her dreams..When he located the new grave, approximately where he'd guessed that it would be, he was surprised to find

a black granite headstone already set in place, instead of a temporary marker painted with the.Briefly, Junior felt humiliated. He wanted to drag the detective out of the car

and stomp on his smug, dead face..So keep moving. Don't get hung up on the disgusting aftermath. Keep whistling along like a runaway train. Clean up, clean out, roll on.."I

don't want an attorney." He closed his eyes, lowered his head to the pillow, and sighed. "I just want ... peace."."Yes, I'm nicely rounding myself into an early grave," he said

almost cheerfully. "And I must admit to enjoying it.".The sidewalks were crowded with businessmen in suits, hippies in flamboyant garb, groups of smartly attired suburban

ladies in town to shop, and the usual forgettably dressed rabble, some smiling and some surly and some mumbling but as blank-eyed as mannequins, who might be hired

assassins or poets, for all he knew, eccentric millionaires in mufti or carnival geeks who earned their living by biting heads off live chickens..She asked Edom to stay in the

main house, so Barty wouldn't be alone while she visited Maria Gonzalez for an hour or two. He was pleased to oblige, settling down to watch a television documentary

about volcanoes, which promised to include stories about the 1902 eruption of Mont Pelee, on Martinique, which killed 28,000 people within minutes, and other disasters of

colossal proportions..glimmered along the barrel of a hypodermic syringe in the hand of the paramedic,.He was so innocent. This sweet boy, this pure and stainless infant,

couldn't possibly have an enemy in the world, and she could not imagine any son of hers earning enemies, not if she raised him well. This was just a silly card reading..Her

awful sense of weightlessness became something much better: buoyancy, an exhilarating lightness of spirit. Fear remained with her-fear for Barty, fear of the future and of

the strange complexity of Creation that she'd just glimpsed-but wonder and wild hope now tempered it..Darker than water, another stain spread across the lap and down the

legs of the pants. It was the color of port wine when filtered through the gray fabric of the jogging suit, but even in her semi-delirious state, she knew that she was not the

vessel for a miracle birth, was not bringing forth a baby in a flush of wine, but in a gush of blood..Dinner was available in the lounge. Junior enjoyed a superb filet mignon

with a split of fine Cabernet Sauvignon.
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