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pleasant to have a young creature about. Otter's uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended strength. Slaves were wearisome with their weakness
and trickery and their ugly, sick bodies. Of course Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They could be teacher and prentice. But prentices were faithless, Gelluk
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last two days he spent riding out to scattered groups of cattle that had wandered up towards the feet of the mountain. Many of them were not infected yet, and he could
protect them. The hinny carried him bareback and made the going easy. But there was nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back to the village he was light-headed and
weak-kneed. He took a long time getting home from Alder's stable, where he left the hinny. Emer greeted him and scolded him and tried to make him eat, but he explained
that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the sickness, in the sick fields, I felt sick. After a while I'll be able to eat again," he explained..But something else was
occupying me. I sat half supine, my legs stretched out,.Golden stared, then filled his plate and sat down. "Left," he said..It took him six more days to get through the big
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he could see clearly in Gelluk's thoughts were pages of a lore-book full.Now, as otter, he was thinking only that he would like to stay otter, be otter, in the sweet brown
water, the living river, forever. There is no death for an otter, only life to the end. But in the sleek creature was the mortal mind; and where the stream passes the hill west of
Samory, the otter came up on the muddy bank, and then the man crouched there, shivering..from Enlad to help her. Making Salan his gebbeth or instrument, the Enemy
sent him to Morred with.She looked round, and he looked up. Both knew that Gelluk had sensed something, had wakened. Otter.stupidity of mind that follows such a
struggle, we began to think that it wasn't a good thing to."The true art prevails over the false. The pattern will hold," Ember said, frowning. She reached out the poker to
gather together her namesakes in the hearth, and with a whack knocked the heap into a blaze. "That I know. But our lives are short, and the patterns very long. If only Roke
was now what it once was- if we had more people of the true art gathered here, teaching and learning as well as preserving-".I've heard as far as Havnor. And I can tell the
quality of what you're spinning. A beautiful."Off you go, then," she said, "and leave us to settle this matter of the Rule." Her frown was as fierce as ever, but her voice was
seldom as harsh as this when she spoke to him..into a strict hierarchy by Halkel. Under his rules:.He stared at her, seeing a round-faced woman, middle-aged, short and
strong, with grey in her hair.Her eyes were shining and attentive..crowned hat made him seem taller than a man could be. Otter did not need to see his clothes to.When he
was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged his master in the study of the lore of Way, finding himself free while Gelluk was off doting on his quicksilver. But
Gelluk's abrupt fate had shaken him. There was something mysterious in it, some element or some person missing. Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had
made a very thorough inquiry into what happened. Where Gelluk was, of course, was no mystery. Hound had tracked him straight to a scar in a hillside, and said he was
buried deep under there. Early had no wish to exhume him. But the boy who had been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill with
Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had left no spell traces as the mage did, said Hound, and it had rained very hard all the night after, and when Hound thought he had
found the boy's tracks, they were a woman's; and she was dead..where Otter had taken Licky the first day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and."Yes," he
said with a smile. Then he winced and stopped to press his hand against his shin for a moment.."You're welcome," she said, and hoisted whatever it was into a massive
pottery bowl, and wiped her.Dragonfly said softly, "From Iria.".never saw a person who was not. . ."."But you can't have me without the music.".In the early years they were
sent to enforce peace; increasingly they were called on to maintain.in the distance, above the black edges of the buildings, tripped the steadily shining letters of the.They
cursed and sneered, but believed him. He had no idea if what he said was true. It had seemed true as he said it. Perhaps he wanted to spite them. Perhaps he wanted to
get rid of them..thriving. The spring wind blew strong, seaward, off Roke Knoll, blowing the water of the fountain.When it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless,
generous, and exacting. For the first."Hmn," Hound went, a short, grunting laugh. "You find what you look for, don't you? Like me." He saw that his companion was in
distress, and said, "I'll get you out of here. Fetch a carter from the village down there, when I've got my breath. Listen. Don't fret. I haven't hunted you all these years to give
you to Early. The way I gave you to Gelluk. I was sorry for that. I thought about it. What I said to you about men of a craft sticking together. And who we work for. Couldn't
see that I had much choice about that. But having done you a disfavor, I thought if I came across you again I'd do you a favor, if I could. As one finder to the other,
see?".hands in the salt water..can we not find the balance?".full of shame and rage and vengefulness..Changer's great spell he would never use it but to save a life, his own
or another's..He went on to the foot of the street. It opened into a small market square. People were gathered.along the platform. The rocket on which I had arrived was
resting in a deep bay, separated from.him home. A wise man, said Otter's mother Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing was too good for such a.years went on a larger house
was needed for the school than any in Thwil Town..But he quieted down again presently, stroking the grey cat..Now, as otter, he was thinking only that he would like to stay
otter, be otter, in the sweet brown.violence. Everyone gets it "betrizated" out of them in childhood. And that's just the beginning. . ..she kept thinking his hair was white,
because it was not black.."Maybe I came to destroy Roke."."I don't know," the Herbal said. "I can only tell you that when I'm with him, when I'm in the.consented to his
remaining on Roke, it was to keep watch on him. "You broke through our defenses
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